MAWSON   IN   THE   AU&O&A
DR. MAWSON'S FAR-EASTERN JOURNEY is unique in Antarctic,
if not in polar, history. Its outward distance, 300 miles, was ap-
proximately the same as that of Scott's Southern march over the
Ross Barrier in 1903 ; but its most memorable and deplorable
feature was the loss of two members of the three-man unit. The
heroism of the survivor, Dr. Mawson, is particularly worthy of
notice. Lieutenant B. E. S. Ninnis of the Royal Fusiliers and
Dr. Xavier Mertz were Mawson5 s companions. The father of
the former, Dr. Belgrave Ninnis, had been surgeon in the Discovery
on Nares' Arctic Expedition of 1875. Mertz, who was of Swiss
nationality, was a Graduate in Law of Leipzig and Bonn Universi-
ties and had won the ski-running championship of Switzerland.
He was 28 years of age and an expert mountaineer. Ninnis was
23 years old and shared with Mertz the care of the dogs.
Three stages may be noticed in the record of this journey, of
which the first, the outward and easterly march, began on Novem-
ber loth, 1912. Mawson took all the surviving dogs, seventeen
in number, and three sledges loaded with 1,700 Ibs. of equipment
and supplies. On leaving Madigan's Party he passed to the south'
of Aurora Peak, but his route did not diverge very widely from
Madigan's until they were beyond the centre line of the Mertz
Glacier. Then the Far-Eastern Party ascended the continental
slope on a south-easterly course to a height of over 2,500 feet.
The width of the Mertz Glacier where crossed by Mawson's
Party was found to be 30 miles. A rock peak in the glacier was
named Correll Nunatak and the usual crevasses abounded here.
Observations for position and angles for the survey were taken on
reaching the heights beyond the glacier; the altitude also was
determined and magnetic observations were carried out. From
the elevated viewpoint of November 24th the Mertz Glacier Tongue
could be seen extending out to the sea and a series of valleys
were found to descend from the plateau northwards to the coast,
On the 26th the Organ Pipe Cliffs, 60 miles away, were dimly dis-
cerned as a dark hazy patch. The second large glacier was dis-
covered on this day and named after Lieutenant Ninnis. It was of
about the same width, 30 miles, as the Mertz Glacier, and a little
longer, or about 100 miles to the northern extremity of the tongue.
It should be remarked, however, that as the seaward extremity of
a glacier tongue breaks away from time to time its length is
variable.
An ice-capped island, 12 miles long by 6 miles wide, was seen